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Date:  September 6, 2011
In Attendance:  Debbie Noriega,  Donna Patch, Kiki Hummel, Disa Lyon,  Kelly Cramer,  Michael McDonough, Patti Lofgren,  Kelly Simmons, Anita Kudla, Shelby Doehring, Giok Boothe, Janna Wright, Lois Bilby, Susan Hertz, Judy Thompson, Christie Petrie, Jane Miller, Mary Ann Hammerle, Elyse Hershkowitz, Kate Zavala, Edgar Zavala, Laurie Schlaudt, Dawn Zieren, Kayla Williams,  Lisa Solana-Carter, Belinda Jones, Betty da Silva-Draud, Rita Dietz, Pam Mignogna, Baherah Panbechi Parsa, Kathy Stallings, Trish Milstead, Mary Jane Mudd, Nora Vallejo, Lauretta Kelley and Louise Garcia
The meeting was called to order in the Westside Library at 7:06 pm by Debbie Noriega.

Debbie Noriega welcomed everyone to the first meeting of the year.  She reported that the PTO was hard at work even before school started with first day packet compilation, teacher appreciation events, the Back to School Bash.  The PTO has also approved the purchase of a mascot, a portable wolf that can be carried to athletic and other Westside spirit events.  We hope to receive it in time for the Homecoming game.  In the past, the PTO has purchased capital improvements for the school such as the flat screen TV’s in the commons, benches, and landscaping which will be a special challenge this year.  The PTO aslo publishes the Westside Wire newsletter, and Debbie said that this year we hope to offer an option to opt out of receiving a mailed copy.
Fundraising:  Debbie introduced Barbara Nassab and Dawn Zieren,, who  are spearheading the PTO’s fundraising efforts this year.  Barbara explained that the Dollars for Scholars Campaign will continue to be our largest fundraiser.  However, she announced that the PTO plans to add a fundraising event in the spring.  Nothing has been planned so far, but it will probably be a dinner or other social event.

Alumni Association:  Debbie reported that the PTO wants to grow our Alumni Association, which will keep the school strong for the community.  Cathy McDonnell will coordinate this effort.
Treasurer’s Report:    Treasuer Trish Milstead gave an overview of the proposed budget for 2011-12.  
Vote:  a motion was made by Giok Boothe to accept the proposed budget as written, and seconded by Donna Patch.  The motion carried by vote of all present, and the budget is now approved as written.  
Principal’s Report:  (Michael McDonough)

· Enrollment is down so far by about 110 from last year; the impact can be felt in the hallways.
· The new requirement for students to wear their ID’s at all times is working well and Mr. McDonough reported good feedback from teachers about emphasizing the dress code as well.
· Grade level assemblies will be held over the next couple of weeks.
· Staff changes from last year include Mr. Catchings moving to be principal at Scarborough, Ms. Baez to principal at Long Middle, where Ms. Ghosn joins her.  Two of those administrative positions were absorbed by reallocating students.  Tracy Cooper is the new S2 Dean, and he was most recently an assistant principal at Waltrip.  The Social Studies department also had several teacher changes over the summer as well.
· HISD now has district-wide early dismissal days scheduled for this year:  October 12 (which is the same day as the PSAT), November 9, January 11, February 29 and April 18.
· This year’s freshmen class will be the first to graduate under the new STAAR test end of course exams.  He noted that those freshmen currently taking geometry will have the algebra I test waived.  With the new STAAR program, will will have 45 testing days in the spring.  Districts will be learning more about the program throughout the year.

· Open House will be September 14 at 6:30 p.m.  Students will receive a copy of their schedules to share with their parents.  Grade level parent meetings will be held starting this semester.
· Mr. McDonough challenged parents, especially freshmen parents, to attend a school event this year, such as a football or volleyball game or a fine arts performance.

· Noelle MacGregor is now editor of the weekly WHS Enews.

· Administration is looking at ways to ease the transition from 8th to 9th grade.

· Mr. McDonough reveiwed the changes in the retake policy for this year, folowed by an extensive discussion of the changes.

· HISD is considering the future of the Magnet program again.

· The school budget was cut $275 per student which comes to about $800,000.  There are 15 less staff on campus, including less custodians.   WHS received some money back from the district/state but those funds were not used for salaried personnel.
· Saturday tutorials will return but Mr. McDonough isn’t sure how or when, but probably not until spring.  Administration is looking into innovative ways to approach them this year.
Homecoming Dance:  Debbie announced that the dance will be held on Saturday, October 15, following an afternoon football game for the first time.  The parade will be on that Friday.  Debbie said that the executive board will collectively act as chairmen of the dance.  Please contact her if you would like to be involved.  If you noted Homecoming on your volunteer interest form, you will be contacted about various opportunities to participate.
Outback Steak Night:  set for September 22.  More information is available on the school’s website.

Pavers:   Patti Lofgren announced that pavers are being offered again.  The (hard) deadline for orders is October 31, so that they can all be installed in the spring.

T-Shirts:  available at lunches every Friday in September.

New Business:

· Susan Hertz said that Shadowbriar is planning to celebrate its 20th anniversary.  She’s offered to help collect old Shadowbriar t-shirts, so please contact her if you have any to contribute.

· Kathy Stallings asked for interested parents to contact her if they want to be included in a new Special Education Advisory Group.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:38 pm.
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Kelly Simmons
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