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Date:  October 4, 2011
In Attendance:  Debbie Noriega,  Donna Patch, Doug Smith, Disa Lyon,  Patti Lofgren,  Kelly Simmons, Janna Wright, Jane Miller, Dawn Zieren, Lisa Solana-Carter, Rita Dietz, Trish Milstead, Eduora McDaniel, Laura Grobowsky, Cathy McDonnell, Barbara Nassab, Rosemarie Gray, Lori Lambropolous and Drew Bissell.
The meeting was called to order in the Westside Library at 7:08 pm by Debbie Noriega.

Debbie Noriega welcomed everyone who then introduced themselves.  The minutes from the meeting of September 6 were distributed.  There was no discussion, and the minutes were approved as read.
Homecoming:  Debbie introduced Lori Lambropolous, who is coordinating the events of Homecoming week.  Mrs. Lambropolous reported that over 200 students are actively helping with events through three committees: t-shirts, court/parade/dance and house decorations.  House decorating kicks off on Monday, and there will be three themed dress-up days during the week.  The parade has over 38 entries this year and will begin at 1:45 p.m. on Friday.
Principal’s Report:  Drew Bissell reported for Michael McDonough

· Enrollment is at 2,990, about 140 less than this time last year and 40 over the number budgeted.

· Senior meeting (students) will be next Wednesday morning at 9:30 while the other students are taking the PSAT.  Class ranks will be distributed at that time.  Tuesday night is Senior Skate Night.

· In addition to the PSAT, next Wednesday is also  College Night.

· Administration is trying to encourage freshman students to participate in the Homecoming parade.

· Hopefully we’ll see the unveiling of the new wolf mascot at the parade, but Mr. Bissell could not confirm or deny it.
· The school would like to encourage community attendance at the football game and may use the call out system to notify parents at the feeder schools.Dawn Zieren suggested inviting middle school athletes to attend or participate.  Barbara Nassab suggested emailing the feeder schools for school newsletters, as well as utilize neighborhood marquees.
· Barbara also asked if juniors would be getting their preliminary class ranks this year.  Mr. Bissell said that they should receive them in the spring.
· Mr. Bissell clarified that juniors do pay for the PSAT, by cash or money order.
President’s Update:  Debbie announce that the new mascot has arrived.  It’s about 9 feet tall and looks similar to the wolf in the commons, with handles for a “wolf guard” to carry.  It will make its debut in the parade.  Debbie thanked Michelle Dunwell who did a lot of work researching the mascot.  Mr. McDonough will put together a group of students to take care of the mascot at events.  Debbie also reported that the Executive Board voted to contribute $2,000 to purchase cameras for the yearbook staff; and the PTO is contributing $50 per small school for their Homecoming house decorating contest.
Treasurer’s Report:    Treasurer Trish Milstead reviewed the year to date financial report, including the balance sheet.
Fundraising:  Barbara reported for Belinda Jones that Dollars For Scholars is approaching $6,000.  October will be a mjor promotional month for the campaign.
Membership:  Disa Lyon said that so far membership is on the same track as last year.

T-Shirts:  Debbie said that the chairpeople sold shirts Fridays in September and will again during Homecoming week.  They’ll start selling hoodies when it gets a little cooler.
Pavers:  Patti Lofgren reported that the first round of pavers have been installed.  October 31st is the next sales deadline for orders to be installed later this year.  

College Night:  The event is set for Wednesday, October 12.  Debbie said that she would email those people who volunteered to help.

Paw Prints:  Jane Miller, ABC Booster Club co-president, said that ABC wants to clean up the existing paw prints.  They will give notice that all older paw prints will be wiped out very soon.  Mr. Bissell asked about Vincent’s special paw print.  Jane said that those special prints would not be wiped out, but they’ll be cleaned up and refreshed.  She also noted that there is a ton of gum on our sidewalks and that some schools power wash their sidewalks to remove gum.
Alumni Association:  Cathy McDonnell explained that some other similar  organizations are called “Friends of…”.  She is putting together a committee to organize the structure of the association.  She hopes to tie it into the spring fundraiser and possibly have an opportunity for the association to raise funds along with that event.  She noted that the annual alumni Breakfast will be held the first Thursday in January, and that Mrs. Heil may also attend.
Homecoming Dance:  Debbie reported that ticket sales have begun and will continue through next week.  Tickets are $15 and must accompany a signed contract.  Wednesday and Thursday tickets for non-WHS students will be sold on a limited basis.  Debbie said that we’re renting a “champagne” fountain to jazz up the punch for the kids.  Shelby Doehring is coordinating the decorations for the dance.
Landscaping:  Doug Smith said he will be replanting in the next few weeks.  He asked about water access.  The sprinklers appear to be turned off, and there is o faucet or water access in front of the campus.
Announcements:

· Officer Robert Morgan, longtime campus officer at West Briar, has passed away.  Debbie has a card from the PTO for those interested to sign.  Contributions are being accepted for his family as well.
· Debbie asked for speaker ideas for upcoming meetings.
· Stratford recently did the Shattered Dreams program, which has been changed to include parents being arrested.  Patti strongly encouraged WHS to offer this program again this year, which was the original idea to offer every other year.  This group of seniors did not get to participate the last time we held it.  Mr. Bissell asked for the contract information for the coordinator and said he would look into it.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:23 pm.
Respectfully submitted by,  
Kelly Simmons
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