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Date:  April 5, 2011
In Attendance:  Cathy McDonnell, Debbie Noriega,  Donna Patch, Kim Clayton, Kiki Hummel, Disa Lyon,  Kelly Cramer,  Michael McDonough, Patti Lofgren,  Kelly Simmons,  Becki White, Anita Kudla, Shelby Doehring, Giok Boothe, Janna Wright, Marcy Baez, Michelle Dunwell, Sophie Marc, Daphne Thompson Bennett, Maria Murphy, Lois Bilby, Susan Hertz, Judy Thompson, Narda Weierbach, Christie Petrie, Deborah Drake, Drew Bissell, Greg Meyers
The meeting was called to order in the Westside Library at 7:08 pm by Cathy McDonnell.

Debbie Noriega reported that minutes from the March 1, 2011 meeting were approved by email.

Guest Speaker:  Alex Eldemire, WHS Senior class president, gave a brief report on the AP Government trip to Washington, D.C. for the Close Up program.  26 WHS Seniors attended this year with their teacher, Mrs. Heil.
Treasurer’s Report:  (Kelly Simmons)

Highlights of the operational budget were reported, including a $ 336 income from the Spring Fling dance.  Teacher of the Year expense was noted.
VIPS:  (Michelle Dunwell)

VIPS appreciation luncheon will be held in the Outback restaurant on April 15th.  Evites have been sent.  

Brick Pavers:  (Lois Bilby)

A financial summary was presented with a net profit for the year of $ 1,851.  The PTO will donate a brick each in honor of Mr. McDonough, Mr. Castro, Mr. VanBeck, and the late Mr. Andrusco.
Staff Appreciation:  (Christie Petrie)

An end of year breakfast is being planned for the Staff.  

President’s Report:  (Cathy McDonnell)

· Scholarship applications are due by April 8th.  

· A social gathering for New board members and Old Board members is planned for May 12th.

Election of Officers for school year 2011-2012
Cathy McDonnell introduced Barbara Nassab, chairman of the Nominating Committee for presentation of the slate of officers for next year (2011-2012) .  Barbara distributed copies to all present for review.  The slate is:   President- Debbie Noriega,  1st VP Membership – Disa Lyon,  2nd VP Fundraising – Barbara Nassab & Dawn Zieren, Treasurer – Trish Milstead, Corresponding Secretary – Kelly Cramer,  Recording Secretary – Kelly Simmons, Parliamentarian- Shelby Doehring, and VIPS Coordinators – Michelle Dunwell & Mary Stamos.      A motion to elect the slate as presented was made by Kim Clayton, with a second motion by Patti Lofgren.  A vote by show of hands was taken, and the slate was approved by majority vote.
Alumni : (Judy Thompson)

A happy hour is planned for early May to provide parents of graduating Seniors a chance to talk with parents of WHS graduates about college experiences.  
Principal’s Report:  (Michael McDonough)

· 2480 AP exams were given at WHS this week, which is 600 more than last year.  1200 students took at least one AP exam.  
· WHS will be offering the SAT exam for all Juniors on April 13th here at the school.   
· Reports on activities of various WHS groups were given, including Girls’ Basketball,  Inertia, Band, Theater, and Choir UIL competitions.
· The school budget reductions for next year will result in  15 fewer staff positions.  Most of the staff reduction will come from natural attrition.  We will try to make as smooth a transition as possible in the Fall, and keep all of our programs.

· Mr. McDonough asked input on which game/date next October we would prefer for our Homecoming.  The options are a Thursday night game (Westbury) or a Saturday afternoon game (Sam Houston).  After some group discussion, the consensus was for the Saturday afternoon game.

Guest Speaker:  (Greg Meyers)

Mr. Meyers, our HISD Board Trustee, spoke on various district topics.  He reviewed HISD’s strategic plan (5 tenets).  He spoke about the districts budget challenges.  The 2011-12 budget is being constructed based on a reduction of $ 275 per student from this year.  Some things being considered to close the gap in revenue are an increase in property taxes, altering the bell schedules to save on transportation costs, and offering $2500 to each teacher who voluntarily retires at the end of this school year.  Mr. Meyers took questions from the meeting attendees.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 pm.
Respectfully submitted by,  
Deborah Noriega
Recording Secretary
Westside High School PTO
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