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Date:  January 11, 2011 (1/11/11)
In Attendance:  Cathy McDonnell, Debbie Noriega, Judy Thompson, Susan Hertz, Patti Lofgren, Donna Patch, Kelly Cramer, Narda Weierbach, Kelly Simmons, Clementine Arana, Kiki Hummel, Becki White, Anita Kudla, Noelle MacGregor, Cynthia Eppes, Kim Clayton, Barbara Nassab, Janna Wright, Eduora McDaniel, Rita Deitz, Nancy Zimmerer, Cathy Meents, Marissa Acosta, Marie Chavez, Frances Robinson-Hunt, Michael McDonough, Paul Castro, Sarah Castro
The meeting was called to order in the Westside Library at 7:10 pm by Cathy McDonnell.

Gifts from the PTO to the Westside High School community in honor of the school’s 10 year anniversay were presented  by Cathy McDonnell.  Three bronze plaques  honoring our past and current principals were unveiled.  Comments by Paul Castro, and Michael McDonough were made expressing gratitude and pride in Westside HS.  A quilt made by Nancy Zimmerer and Ginny Jones was also presented and will be displayed in the office .  The quilt is made from Westside Tshirts dating from the school’s opening in 2000 to the present.  
Treasurer’s Report:  (Kelly Simmons)

Kelly reviewed recent income from sweat shirt sales, and vending machine funds.  Expenses of tax and filing were also indicated.  
Principal’s Report:  (Michael McDonough)

The community open house is scheduled for January 27th.  

The HISD Magnet audit by Magnet Schools of America consulting firm was discussed by Mr. McDonough.  In the audit, a recommendation is made to close the magnet designation for Westside HS.  Rationale given in the report is that WHS is over “capacity”.  It is not stated how this was determined.  The district has not announced what their action will be.  Should the magnet program be closed at WHS, we would lose over 2 million dollars from our school budget.  We currently have nearly 600 magnet students at our school.  There will be a community meeting at Westside on January 25th and all are encouraged to express their views to HISD administration representatives and to our school board member at this meeting.  The HISD board of trustees will vote on aspects of the audit in March.

The AP kick-off breakfast is scheduled for January 28th.

Committee Reports:  
Alumni  (Judy Thompson)
The Alumni Breakfast on January 6th welcomed over 100 former students.  After visiting with teachers and deans, the alumni went to classrooms to share advice with current WHS students.  

A panel of alumni parents spoke at the PSAT parent meeting on Jan. 6th, sharing information with parents of current students on preparing for college.

Brick Pavers (Patti Lofgren)

Sale of pavers wil be extended.  Forms will be available on the school website.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm

Respectfully submitted by,   Deborah Noriega
Westside High School PTO
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