MINUTES – WESTSIDE HIGH PTO TUESDAY NOVEMBER 2, 2010
The meeting was called to order at 7 PM.  Present: Patti Lofgren, Kiki Hummel, Cathy McDonnell, Donna  Patch, Rosemarie Gray, Kelly Cramer, Disa Lyon, Kelly Simmons, Sophie Marc, Rina Melissa Huezo, Bobie Ruth Campbell, Edwin McDail (sp?) Narda Weierbach, Lori Lambropoulos, Virginia Reynoso and Susan Hertz. 

INERTIA TRIP TO CHINA

Cathy introduced  Kelly Cramer, Abby Cramer, Brandon Cano and Geovanny Marin of Inertia to talk about their trip to China.  The China Federation of Literary and Arts Circles has this exhibition every three years.  The Chinese consulate here in Houston had seen them perform with the symphony and wanted to invite them.  The other countries represented performed more cultural folk dances.  Inertia stood out from the rest of the crowd, to say the least. 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

Ms. Lori Lambropoulos spoke in lieu of Mr. McDonough. She is the Dean of Instruction and Professional Development.  The Veterans day event will be November 9 in the auditorium.  Magnet week is next week; tours will be given at 1 PM by Noelle MacGregor.  WHS Ambassadors will be assisting. 

The Westside Band appeared on Good Morning America last week and has another performance next week.  The band was the first in HISD to make it out of regionals. Football will be over Thursday and Stanford and PSAT testing are finished.  The Freshman parents meeting was attended  by over 100 parents; the Senior parent meeting was standing room only.  Report cards come out next Friday.  

MINUTES

The minutes from the previous PTO meeting have been e-mailed for approval prior to posting on the website.

MEMBERSHIP

Disa Lyon reported that we are close to 370 PTO members including 50 staff members.  November 1 was the last day senior parents could join in order to benefit from the potential $1,000 college scholarship given to as many recipients as fiscally possible at the end of the year.

FUNDRAISING
Kiki Hummel spoke re: fundraising – we are slightly less than 50% towards our goal for fundraising. 

COLLEGE NIGHT

Cathy reported that over 100 colleges attended our annual college night.  There’s no way to count attendees in terms of students.  A reporter from the Chronicle was present who stated our college night was more impressive than Bellaire’s, where his child attends. 
MERCHANDISE SALES

Sophie Marc reported that merchandise sales are status quo.  Mr. McDonough to do a call out re: buying sweatshirts how that it’s getting cooler.  Ms. Patch suggested modeling apparel for the skits during announcements.  Sophie will contact Diana Baron to follow up on this suggestion. Sales are down from last year; she sells merchandise the first and last Friday of the month during lunch. 

PAVERS

Patti Lofgren reported that brick paver sales have slowed down.  They have made $2100 but that does not include cost of installation.   She plans on doing another push prior to the holidays.  Susan Hertz suggested putting pictures of samples on facebook.  The small paver is $50 and the large is $80.  Patti said if a person purchases a paver in honor of someone else, it is the purpchaser’s responsibility to inform the honoree of the paver.  Susan Hertz also suggested having paver forms available at the alumnae breakfast.  Cathy suggested putting a sample in the office. Dean Lambropoulos suggested sending an e-mail to the faculty re: pavers and also joining PTO.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Kelly Simmons gave the treasurer’s report. Mrs. Patch asked about an inflatable spirit item she has seen at football games owned by other teams.  Cathy stated the cost is prohibitive and that would be more of a booster item than a PTO item.  Cathy suggested a dedicated fundraiser for that type of thing or perhaps a senior class gift.  Kelly Simmons brought up the storage issue, and trailering the item, and the generator, etc. 

OLD BUSINESS

TEACHER APPRECIATION LUNCHEON

Narda spoke about the upcoming teacher appreciation lunch this Friday.  We are still in need of volunteers to help that day.  Lunch will be served in the houses as well as the front office for staff who isn’t assigned to a specific house.

ALUMNI BREAKFAST

Susan Hertz spoke about the Alumnae Breakfast on January 6.  In December, she w ill have Diana Baron send information out.  She plans on having a happy hour with parents of Seniors and Alums in  April.  The parent panel that was held last year in conjunction with picking up PSAT scores was very beneficial. It is good for the alumnae students themselves to discuss their experiences.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:05.  

Submitted by,

Kiki Hummel  

