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Date:  September 8, 2010
In Attendance:  Dawn Zieren, Barbara Nassab, Debbie Noriega, Cathy McDonnell, Janna Wright, Michael McDonough, Jennifer Garcia, Anne Heil, Kim Clayton, Eduora McDaniel, Claudia Lonono, Susan Singh, Marissa Acosta, Catina Yound, Douglas Rodriguez, Jan & Mike Braziel, Louise Garcia, Annette Lyons, Jennifer Kirby, Sheryl Pickering, Sophie Marc, Giok Boothe, Becki White, Claire Stevens, Karla Dulaney, Loretta Petitt, Sandie Mullins, Anita Kudla, Margaret Carnett, Karen Miller, Nora Alvarado, Corrie Kennelly, Wendy & Robin Luo, Rina Meliss Huezo, Laurie Malone, Nancy Zimmerer, Christopher Gillis, Douglas Scott, Joao Neto, William Lobo, Florence Wilson, Virginia Reynos, MaryAnn Hammerle, Francisco Hernandez, Daphne Thompson-Bennett, Sandra Strickland, Aida Barclay, Su Li Tsao, Nora Vallejo, Ramona Ortiz, Mario Gonzales, Jennifer Agnew Scott, Katie Molina, Tara Blood, Disa Lyon, Kiki Hummel, Doug Smith, Mario Gomez, Nivia Taborda, Narda Weierbach, Lois Bilby, Patti Lofgren, Roya Arfa, Cheryl Shakory, Trish Milstead, Lenny Wong, Cheryl &Joe Rodriguez, Diann Mackenzie, Wendi Miller, Rita Dietz, Linda Glaw
The meeting was called to order in the Westside Library at 7:05 by Cathy McDonnell.

Students from the Westside HS yearbook staff were introduced and encouraged attendees to purchase an advertisement and a yearbook for their children.

President’s Report:  (Cathy McDonnell)

The 10 year Anniversary celebration held at the Marriott Westchase August 12th was a great success.  Mrs. McDonnell thanked all who worked to make the event possible.  Four thousand dollars were raised at the event to start the Alumni Endowment Scholarship Fund.
Additional activities recently completed by the PTO include creation of First Day Packets, the Back to School Bash, New Teachers’ Luncheon, Wolf Camp, paver sales, new spirit shirt designs,landscaping updates,  website updates, and more .  All who assisted in these events were thanked for their time and effort.

Treasurer’s Report:  (Cathy McDonnell for Kelly Simmons)

The proposed 2010-2011 Budget was reviewed.  Some adjustments from last year’s budget have been made based on actual income and expenses.  To save significant expense, the Westside Directory will now be discontinued.    Advertisement space will be sold in the Westside Wire in place of the Directory to capture income.  There were no recommendations from attendees to ammend the written proposed budget.  
Vote:  a motion was made by Giok Boothe to accept the proposed budget as written, and seconded by Lois Bilby.  The motion carried by vote of all present, and the budget is now approved as written.  A copy of the budget will be posted on the PTO website.

Principal’s Report:  (Michael McDonough)

Mr. McDonough expressed thanks to all for attending.  We are off to a smooth start of the year.  
· Enrollment is up this year, currently at 3098.  A question was asked whether this increase is a result of student transfers from the Apollo 20 schools, and Mr. McDonough answered that it is not.  Westside was not required to take transfers due to our already large enrollment.  We do anticipate losing 50 or so students before the “snapshot” date in October.  

· Open House is scheduled for September 15th and will not include a large session in the auditorium this year.  This will save some time allowing  parents to go directly to 1st period  and listen to an address by Mr. McDonough over the PA system.  The Auditorium and Theaters have required air conditioning repairs which will be completed soon, but may not be done in time for Open House.

· Our District Trustee has allocated funds for some capital improvements to Westside HS.  These include upgrades for the tennis courts and pool, and a shade awning for the courtyard.  We hope these projects  will be completed by October 1st.

· English and Math classes will be administering “managed assessments” as directed by the District.  End of Course exams will be given this year, and will eventually replace TAKS tests.  
· The single lunch period has been closely monitored by Mr. McDonough.  The goal of having one lunch period is to allow time for tutoring and club/organization meetings during the school day for all students.  The students are in fact taking advantage of this time to get tutoring.  To accommodate the entire student body during one time period, benches have been added to the hallway near the Registrar’s office, and a shade awning will be obtained for the courtyard picnic table area.  The Commons is crowded for the first 10 minutes until students find their way to other areas to eat or attend tutoring prior to eating.  Mr. McDonough listened to questions and concerns from parents in attendance. 

· Other questions from the group:  How large is the freshman class?  (880-910 with 450 from West Briar, 120 from Revere)  Are the class sizes large, and what is the plan for levelling?  (Some PreAP classes are large, and we will evaluate this after the snapshot enrollment in October.  There is no maximum class size regulated by the state for high schools)

Committee Reports:  
Homecoming Dance:  (Jennifer Garcia)  The Junior class officers were introduced and presented their theme idea, “The Power of 10” for the dance.  Jennifer asked parents to volunteer for the committee.  This is a fun way to get involved with your child.  Corrie Kennelly was introduced as the co-chairman of the dance committee, and Trish Milstead will also be helping.  The Homecoming dance is sponsored by the PTO and is one of our major fundraisers.  This year the dance will take place in the Commons on October 9th.

College Night:  (Karla Dulaney)  College Night at Westside is scheduled for October 13th in the Commons.  There are nearly 100 Colleges which will be represented this year.  Please encourage your Westside students of any grade to attend.  Help is needed to provide baked goods-a sign up sheet was sent around.  

New Business:  (Cathy McDonnell)

The PTO awards 10  $1000 scholarships each year to Westside students heading to college.  You must be a member of the PTO by November 1, 2010 in order for your child to qualify for application.  All applications are sent to a committee of Westside staff for selection of winners.  

We are still looking for a parent liaison for East 2.  Duties include assisting with a staff appreciation luncheon in January, and miscellaneous volunteer assistance as needed.  Please see Cathy McDonnell if you are interested.
Our next PTO General meeting will be held in the Library on October 5, 2010 at 7 pm.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 pm by Cathy McDonnell.

Respectfully submitted by,

Deborah Noriega,  Recording Secretary
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